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COURSE OUTLINE 

• Goals of this course 

• How to read “Code” 

• How the Code is arranged 

• Occupancy Groups 

• Construction Types 

• Allowable Building Area 

• Amount of exterior openings allowed 



Goals for this Course 

 

The Goal of this course is to provide a general 

familiarity with the 2012 California Building 

Code. It is not intended to be a detailed or 

exhaustive presentation. 

 



Outcome 

 At the end of the presentation, the attendee 

should be able to understand where to find 

information on Occupancy Groups, 

Construction Types and be able to perform a 

schematic level Height and Area 

qualification for building types commonly 

encountered at MNA. The attendee should 

also be able to determine the extent of 

exterior openings allowed. 

 



Part 1 – How to read Code 

 



Statements Then Exceptions 



California Amendments are 

Italicized 



Tables are placed within the 

body of the Code 



California Modifications 

• ║  Indicates a change has been made to a California 

Amendment 

• >  Indicates a deletion of California Amendment 

language. 

• │   Indicates a change has been made to the IBC 

language. 

•    Indicates deletion of IBC language. 

– The margins of the Code identify how the model 

code (2012 IBC) has been changed for California: 



Changes to California 

Amendment 



Errata are printed on Goldenrod 



Amendments are printed on Blue 



Adoption Tabled 

• Unique to California, each chapter is 

prefaced with an adoption table. Different 

Agencies adopt the entire chapter, none of 

the Chapter, or only certain portions of the 

chapter. Generally our work is under HCD-

1, HCD-1/AC (Housing projects), BSC 

(Commercial projects) DSA/ACC (All non-

private projects including residential and 

University)  



Adoption Table 



Part 2 - How the Code is Arranged 

 



Chapter 1 – Administrative 

Sections 

 
• This Chapter identifies where the Code 

applies, Agencies involved with 

enforcement, when permits are and are 

not required, permitting requirements, 

inspections, fees, Building Board of 

Appeals, etc. 

• This is also called “charging language” 



Chapter 2 – Definitions 

 

• Many of the commonly used definitions 

are in this chapter with definitions 

specific to a chapter listed in the 

separate chapters. This will change next 

Code Cycle and the majority of 

definitions will be found in Chapter 2. 



Chapters 3 and 4 - Use and 

Occupancy Classification 

 
• Most of the commonly used occupancy groups 

are identified Chapter 3 

• Chapter 4 describes requirements for special 

uses such as High-Rise Buildings, Atriums, 

Covered Mall Buildings, Parking Garages, etc. 



Chapter 5 - General Building 

heights and areas 

 
• Every building Type and Occupancy has 

been analyzed as to the potential for fire 

and life hazard. Then maximum 

allowable heights and areas are 

assigned.  



Chapter 6 - Types of 

Construction 

 
• Building construction is classified 

according to its robustness and fire ratings 

from Type V to I 

 

• Type V is the least robust and least fire-

resistive 

• Type I, the most robust and most fire 

resistive 



Chapter 7 and 7A – Fire and 

Smoke Protection Features. 

 
• Wall, floor/ceiling, roof/ceiling, corridor 

walls and ceilings, shafts, fire walls and 

other construction elements 

• Fire protection required for those elements 

• Methods of providing required fire 

protection. 



Chapter 8 – Interior Finishes  

• Finish requirements, minimum room sizes 

and heights  



Chapter 9 – Fire Protection System 

 

• Where fire sprinklers, standpipes, 

alarms, etc. are required and what type 

is required. 



Chapter 10 – Exiting 

 

• How to get occupants safely out of a 

building in the event of an emergency 

• How to protect occupants that may not be 

able to exit during an emergency 



Chapters 11A, 11B and 11C  - 

Accessibility  

 

• Minimum requirements for making a 

building and site accessible to and usable 

by people with disabilities. 

• In the current code cycle (2013 CNC) 

Chapter 11B has been completely revised 

and formatted similar to the 2012 DOJ 

ADA Standards. 



Chapter 12 – Interior Environment 

 

• Includes sound assembly requirements 



Chapter 13 – Energy Efficiency 

 

• This Chapter is replaced with Title 24 

Energy Standards in California. 



Chapters 14 through 23  

• These Chapters deal with the Building 

Envelope and Structural issues. 

 



Chapter 24 - Glass and Glazing 

 

• Requirements for Safety Glazing are 

found in Section 2406 



Chapter 25 – Gypsum Board 

and Plaster 

• Requirements for Gypsum Board and 

Plaster are found in Chapter 25. 



Chapters 27 through 29  

• These chapters deal with MPE Systems 

and have been supplanted by separate 

California Mechanical, Plumbing and 

Electrical Codes.  



Chapter 30 – Elevators 

 

• Specific requirements for elevators are 

found in Chapter 30. There are also 

requirements for the elevator shaft 

(Chapter 7) and accessibility (11A and 

11B). 



Chapter 31 – Special Construction 

 

• Membrane structures, temporary structures, 

Pedestrian Walkways (an important item to 

remember), Awnings, Canopies, etc. 

• Chapter 31 also has sections for Public 

Swimming Pools and other special construction, 



• Chapter 32 – Encroachments 

over the Public Right of Way 

Chapter 33 – Safeguards 

during Construction 

Chapter 34 – Existing 

Structures 

 

 



Chapter 35 – Referenced 

Standards 

 



Appendix Chapters 

 

• Appendix Chapters are only valid if 

adopted by local AHJ. 


