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Part 3  



Part 6: Amount of exterior 
openings allowed 

 
a. The CBC has requirements regarding the 

maximum openings allowed on an exterior 
wall. Generally this is based on a 
percentage of the total surface area of the 
wall in a given story. (In multiple-story 
buildings it is not the average of the entire 
wall.) 

 



Allowable Openings 

– The allowable amount of openings is based 
on fire separation distance and varies based 
on three factors: 

• Is the building sprinklered? 
• Is the opening “protected?” 
• Is the opening “unprotected?”. 



Table 705.8 



How to use Table 705.8 

• Identify the fire separation distance 
• Use the table to identify the 

allowable percentage of openings in 
each story 

• Verify that the project is in 
compliance with the Code. 

• Check the footnotes for additional 
information. 



Ground Floor Exceptions – 
705.8.1 

• In other than H Occupancies, unlimited 
unprotected openings are permitted in the 
first story above the grade either: 
– Where the wall faces a street and has a fire 

separation distance of more than 15 feet; or 
– Where the wall faces an unoccupied space on 

the same lot or dedicated to public use and 
not less than 30’ in width. 



Nonrated Buildings 

• Buildings whose exterior bearing, non-
bearing walls or structural frame are not 
required to be fire-protected shall be 
permitted to have unlimited unprotected 
openings. 



Conclusion 

 



Part 7 Extra Credit 

• Why I don’t memorize code sections. 
• They can, and do change both through 

California Amendments and at each Code 
Cycle. The next edition of the IBC will 
have 618 separate changes – some minor 
and some significant. 



2010 Table 503 



Today’s Table 503 



New Tables 504.3, 504.4 and 
506.2 for 2016 



New Tables 504.3, 504.4 and 
506.2 for 2016 



New Tables 504.3, 504.4 and 
506.2 for 2016 
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